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Press release 

New European Citizens' Initiative “Mum, Dad & Kids” will be officially 

registered by the European Commission on 15 December 2015  

The European Commission today has made public its decision to register the European Citizens’ 
Initiative “Mum Dad & Kids”. This means that the initiative may go forward with the content and in 
the form that have been proposed by the Citizens’ Committee in its formal submission of 15 October. 

It is with great satisfaction that the Citizens’ Committee “Mum Dad & Kids” takes note of this 
decision. The European Commission has recognized that the proposed measures, i.e. a definition of 
marriage exclusively as a union between a man and a woman, and the definition of family as being 
based on marriage and/or descent, would fall within the EU’s competences and be compatible with 
the EU’s fundamental values.  

The necessity of such a definition, which would represent the common ground all Member States can 
agree upon, became apparent last week when a Commission proposal concerning a new EU 
regulation on jurisdiction, applicable law, and the recognition and enforcement of decisions 
regarding matrimonial regimes was rejected by Member States who feared that the proposed 
measure would force them to give legal effect to a concept of "marriage" that stands in radical 
contradiction to their domestic public order. 

The citizens' initiative “Mum, Dad & Kids” makes it possible for European citizens to finally have their 
say on a subject matter that is close to their hearts. The law must conform to a universal human 
reality: marriage and family create the safe and stable environment in which children can grow up 
with both their father and their mother. This is what is best for them – as recognized by the 
International Convention on the Rights of the Child -, and hence it also is what is best for society. 

The initiative cannot yet be signed, because the online signature collection system is not yet in place. 
The citizens' committee is currently working with the Commission, which has offered to store the 
collected signatures on its web server, to ensure a timely beginning of the signature collection. It will 
in due course inform the public once the initiative will be open for signature. 
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